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Slowly But Certainly Absorbing the

of Asia

laimii Driven to tile With and North
China Practically Under the Con-

trol of the Crnr Already Almost
AVItltln Hnllliijc Dtatnncc of tie
Gate of the Cuilltnl of China

Alexander Hume Fcrd In the Cosmopo-

litan writes of the growth of Raslan InCu

and power In the far East in a-

way that considering the present condi-

tions in the Orient makes his observa-

tions particularly interesting and timely

Extracts from Mr Fords article follow
At this moment Russia has encamped

Just beyond the southern terminus or her
transCaspian railway within forty miles
of Herat the key to India a force of her
vest soldiers larger than our entire army
of Invasion of Cuba and Porto Rico Extend
this radius back less than 300 miles and it
wilt encompass an eager fighting force
outnumbering our entire standing army
at homo and abroad a force which Russia
can mobilize within a few hours by a
military railroad built for this parUcular
purpose And all along the line across

Aeia to the fardistant Pacific Russia is
preparing herself in like manner to met
and finally settle the Eastern question
when it next arises

At the most distant extremity of her
Asiatic possessions within hailing distance
of the gates of Pekn the Czar has sta-
tioned an advance guard of Cossacks
while behind them and within call is an
army more vast than that ot the bor-
ders of Afghanistan Within a few months
at mot it is now confidently expected that
Russian rails will connect both Herat and
Pekin with St Petersburg The closing
ytar of the nineteenth century may yet
add more territory and people to Russias
domain than has any full century in her
hUtoiy As the only real rival to Rus
sias aggressiveness in the Orient in now
South Africa the time seems auspicious-
for the Czar to make good with compara-
tive safety his startling claims to ab
lute supremacy in Asia

Frontier of 7000 Mile
Along her 7WO miles of Asiatic fron-

tier Russia has for more than a year been
extending an enormous military cordon
not unlike the thin army of fishermen that
distribute itself around the outer edge of
a seine net to drag the ocean for its

of unsuspecting fish Bu the fish Rus-
sia Is after are human in number they
constitute half the population of the globe
inhabiting moreover its richest and most
productive portion-

A system of military railroads has
with the Russian Army along the

line of Asiatic frontier so that a long
stretch of steel rails practically forms the
boundary line betveen the two great pos-

sessions as well as a military bIse of sup
plies unparalleled in magnitude of concep-
tion In the history of the world

Ylthin the last few months the great
military column thrown acroso Asia has
become largely augmented and is assuming
a sudden activity Ail along the line an
advance is now being made From Batum-
on the Black Sea to Vladivostok on the
Pacific Ocean the immense human

is closing in upon its prey Latest re
ports Indicate that even in Europe the
net Is being extended Sevastopol in the
Crimea is now being fortified and garri-
soned as a base of operation

Persia on the west and Manchuria In
the Far East are now well within the
closing ends of the net and any day may
cee the world officially notified that Rus
alas Asiatic frontier has been foreshort

RUSSIAS VAST BGHEMBB

Continent

j

enc

i

myrI-
ads

drag-
net

ad-

vanced

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

>

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

sued by onehalf and extends but from
Bunder Abbas on the Persian Gulf to Pe
kin the capital of China for the lines of
railway advancing from St Petersburg in
diverging directions to both these cities
are by myriads of Cossacks while
everywhere In the open country between
along the base of the triangle newly es-

tablished forts are springing up new rail-
ways projected and new garrisons arriving

ViKllint Outposts-
It IE not possible perhaps to learn the

exact number of soldiers stationed along
this outer line but in times of peace be-

sides the heavy garrison at the imjrssna
ble fortress of Batum on the Black ea
there are outposts inmimerabc In the Cu
casus country About the Persian frontier
it is reported there arc now HtiUonel
more than 100000 Cossacks while at Baku
troops from Moscow can leave the railroad
train on the shores of the Caspian Sa to
be horne by the magnificent ves ea of the
oil fleet which collectively can carry 10
GOO a trip ecrosi to KrusnV9 Uk whee tha
Central Asian Railroad begins

One hundred and sevejty miltS f o3 this
place on the line of railroad we find 1000
troops at Kizllwait blle 133 miles tar
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ther still there are 6000 soldiers In gari
Eon at Askabad again 215 miles farther
on at Met is a body of 7000 I3ks
From this point a spur of the nilroad runs
south to KusLk near Herat whrj it is
said there are now gathered 40000 Rus-
sian troops At Charjul 147 mIles eat of
Mery on the main line Is a small garrison
of 1000 men while 300 miles up the Oxus j

from this point In easy communication ty
river steamer are 3000 more trnopa I

Again on the main line of road 225
miles beyond the Oxus are 6000 well
mounted soldiers at Samarcand 170 miles i

beyond this at the present terminus of the
transCaspian branch which Is making its
way northward to Omsk on the TransSi
berian Railway Is a garrison of 9000 men j

At Khojend on the main line destined to
cross China and in time reach Pekln are
looo more while a hundred miles farther j
east Is Khokand with its regiment of 1000
men only a few miles from Marcelan
where 6000 troops are located A small
force is kept at Andijan the present east
ern terminus of the road and at Namarl i

can on the SyrDarya River a thousand
men await orders

These figures do not begin to enumerate
the real military strength of Russia in
Central Asia for her best fighters orenrawn from the mounted tribesmen who
to the number of many thousand stand

to give their lives for the great
White Czar and the pouring into thiscountry from European Russia of countlessregiments during the last few months hasgreatly altered the military status

fleetly to Swoop on China
Stretched along the border line in East-

ern Siberia and Manchuria Lord Charles
Beresford during his tour of investigation
in tim Far East nearly two years ago
found the following disposition of troops
had been made in that region by the Czar
Troops at Vladlvostock 28000 at Nikol
skoo 20000 at Blagovcschinsk 8000 at
Khabarovsk 40000 at Nina 8000

The number of troops has been and Is
bring greatly augmented In fact whileI was in Port Arthur last summer there
were 20000 Russian soldiers encampec1 in
the old mandarin palaces about that tity
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while at Tallenayan Moujkdon New
chwang Harbin antI other recently Run
slsnlxod Chinese cfties wore located thou-
sands of soldiers none of which garrisons
is mentioned by Lord BeresforU Even
now troops from Odessa are arriving at
Port Arthur by wator 10000 having reach-
ed that fortress quite recently

To Lord Beresfords estimate should aso
be added the Ochrania or Cossacks de-

tailed for duty along the line of railway in
Manchuria besides the constantly arriv-
ing new troops So that today Russias
forces at the farther end of her military
dragnet are probably considerably over
200000 strong

Nor does Russia rely only on her rail-
roads for means of Invasion Lod Beres
ford has pointed out that the breeding
ground of all Chinese horses Mongolia is
practically in the hands of Russia he
might have also added with equal truth
that at the other end of the net in Cen
tral Asia Russia has an army or over five
million Kirghiz steeds the best army
horses in tho world while Great Britains
entire equine population is estimated at
but something over half this number So
that along her line of Asiatic frontier Rus-
sia has stretched an army of half a mil-
lion soldiers with fully ten million horses
and camels to mount them and supply
pack trains for carrying provisions and
forage across the desert

To offset this England baa in India
about 100000 white men who vould bear
arms In time of war and 400900 native
soldiers and police who if not Jisaffect
ed could be relied upon to defend her
Indian frontier but serious setbacks in
South Africa could not but seriously en
danger British superiority in Ilindostan

France Heliilnpr Actively
This then in brief is an outline of Rus

alas and Englands apparent military
strength in Atria during the closing year
of tho century but from time southeast
corner of Asia another military cordon
38060 strong is advancing northward and
westward it two ends evidently destined-
to meet those of the Czars advancing
lines France Russias ally is forcing her
way idto China as she has never done be
fore Ignoring the protests of England
and of British merchants in the Yangtze
kiang Valley French forces invade South-
ern China and the echoes of the battles
with the Chinese are heard in London and
Paris in which latter capital deputies of
the nation opealy declare in public speech
es that France and England cannot long
defer war with each other From the
House of Lords in London comes the

cry o the Earl of Rosebery
who on the 16th of February of the pres-
ent year delivered himself of the follow
ing pertinent and timely remarkee before
his colleagues in the House of Lords

The crisis in South Africa Is urgent
but we must not keep our eyes on South
Africa alone Last December the Gov-

ernment made vigorous overtures to two
great powers Germany and the Unltod
States for an alliance but those overtures
were not received with such cordiality as
to encourage the Government to pursue
them It does not appear tha the friend
ship of France would bear any great strain
and as to Russia events have been re-

cently witnessed in Persia about which
England would formerly have had some
thing to say but which she now passes
unnoticed I would tell Her Majestys
Government now that it is for HE a matter
of life and death If Great Britain were
to lose South Africa she would lose the
moat important base outside of the United
Kingdom and she would lose her colonial
support If another 60600 men should be
wanted for South Attica I do not know
where they would be got It nany be said
that It is unwise to lay bare the weak-
nesses of the country but depend upon it
other natioocfi knew our position as well
as if not better than ourselves If this
is not a lifeanddeath crisis I do not know
what is

And the day following this wrkable
utterance ot Lord Rosebery the Australian
Parliament hotly discussed the danger of
sending more troops to South Africa when
they might be needed nearer hose in a
greater crisis

IooUIiicr to tIme Future
Economists have written many essays
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condemning the Czar for expending count-
less treasures on great lines of railways
across barren wastes But those rails
bridge the distance that separates Russia
from the riches of the worM The grain
that now lies rottiag along the TransSibe
rian Railroad for lack of CTS to transport
it in time of war would rutckly find Its
way to the camp of the army

Already today it is possible for mill

far as the head of navigation of the Ameer
River from whleh point In a few days the
troops could be moved on the immense
Government steamers either to Khaba
rovsk where there is rail connection with
Vladivostock or up the Sungarl to Harbin
now connected by rail with Port Arthur
Newchang and Pekin Japan has been
restless all winter hoping that by spring-
or summer she could Induce her ally Eng
land to make common cause with heragainst Russia but England has not made
as short work of the Boers as was antici-
pated while Russia has practically estab
lished through overland communication
across Siberia

Japan IM Desperate

tary trains to travel with lIttle delay as
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Japans opportunity to wrest Korea
from Russian domination seems gone for-
ever for even should this plucky little na-
tion be In war with the aid of Englands
fleet and an invading army of 160000
which she has ready to mobilize within a

there would be little hope of her
securing perpetual possession of the soil
of a country whose army when on a war
footing amounts to 800000 men

every reserve who can be gathered to
gether from every part of he land by rail
Then again Port Arthur Is a second
Gibraltar Vladivostok is n ideal fortifi
cation and Newchwang Is several miles up
the river with a bar tha huts out heavy
war vessels and these are Prussias rail
way termini In the Far East

War in the near future I the talk In
Japan and every British victory In Africa-
Is hailed with rejoicing by tbe hardy little
islanders Few who have not visited Ja-
pan realize how the 40000000 population
crowd tbe little Island It is expansion or
absolute ruin that faces Jspan New ter
ritory must be acquired for her surplus
population Japan will light fo Korea with
the determination of despair for she knows
that failure may mean national extinction

But England enters the situation Her
naval strength in the Far East is usually
equal to the representation of all other
nations combined Japan and England
would probably have tho preponderance of
naval power on the Pacific even If the
French and German war vessels in the Far
Rest could be counted as Russias allies
and what effect the entrance of our Phil
ippine fleet of American warships upon
the scene is to have on the future who
can say But Russia has prepared for the
situation-

A Fleet of Fruit
NEWPORT NEWS Va June 30 It Is

reported on good authority that the Trop-
ical Fruit and Steamship Company which
was recently organized to conduct a fruit
importing business to Newport News and
New Orleans has secured a fleet of twelve
steamships which will be put on between
those ports and the South Atlantic fruit
countries A fleet of six ships will ply in
and out of Newport News and the same
number will run to New Orleans There
will be three fruit steamers a week here
and If the company makes satisfactory ar
angoments with the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railway fast trains will be put on to take
the fruit to the West

A Young Sailor DInniiiicnro
PETERSBURG Va June 3 Wriiam

Parker twenty years of age em layeJ on
the barge Marjorie now irooel at the
wharf hero has been mlcsing sine Sun-
day lart and nothing Is known cs to hs
whereabouts It is feared that he miy
have been drowne Parker left tbs barge
saying he was going to a dentist to hive
a tooth extrar d an that wa the
seen of hint The missing mans Loire is
on Queen Street Philadclph
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HAEE RELICS OF BABYLON

Explorer Iltlpreclit Reports the
Most Important JlscoverieH

PHILADELPHIA Juie Prof tier
V HllDrochU the Babyl nine explorer

who in the f title year went to
the East to superintend the excavations
in Assyria and Babylon representing the
University of Pennsylvania describes in
a letter dated Nipper Babylonia the im
portant results of his journey He says

Although the former two expeditions
have been of the greatest moment for the
development of historic science it is nev-

ertheless but correct to assertthat they

are not to be with the Im-

portant discoveries oi this year In the to
al architectural and literary line

The results of our researches exceed every-
thing that has so far been known about
Babylon We found the crest temple li-

brary and Driest school of Nipper which
had been destroyed by the Elamites 28
years before Chris The library consists
of 1COOO volumes written on stones and
covers the entire tbK logtcaI astronomical
linguistic and mathematical knowledge of
these days We also unearthed a eollee
lion of letters and biographies deciphered
the inscriptions of many newly discovered
tombstones and monuments and espied
finally best of all 6006 official documents
of inestimable value to the student of an
cient history The net result of our jour
ney consists so far of 23M stones writ
inns

The eastern and tbe
Great Northern Gate if Nippur that were
bulk 5060 years before Christ were
rescued from their covers of ruins and
destroyed streets I was especially

to fled the old royal palace and
the oldest government building of Nippur

It Is
to reconstruct the great national sanetu
ary of old Babylon the Temple of Bel at
Nippur As tangible results of ear re
searches we accumulated an astonishing
amount of objects of art gold and silver
amulets and other antiquities

Aside from the loss of one of the Ara-
bians of our company who was ambushed
and shot by a tribe of hostile Bedouins
we were uncommonly successful I Shall
devote the next two months to the ex-
ploration of South Babylon Assyria and
Cappadocia At the latter part of July I
shall arrive at Constantinople and will ex-
press my thanks to the Turkish Govern-
ment for Its kind protection From thence
I will go to Jena Germany so that I

enabled peaceably to digest sad sys-
tematize the results of this expedition
and intend to return to Philadelphia it
the beginning of October

THE BITE OF A GILA MONSTER

Painful and UnnsreroiiK Rut Not Xe
cc nrlly Katnl

From the Arizona Republic
Horace E Maun a resident of Phoenix

is feeling a great deal ot in Bis left
arm That is where he was clutched by
a Gila monster He would have had as
much pain there if he bad Mea clutched
by a steel trap Mr Mann was returning
af we days ago from Auga Caliente hot
springs On his way he overtook John
Stroehle and O Hooker and went into
camp with them The next morning he bor-
rowed a shotgun and went out to shoot
rabbits for breakfast He got three and
tying them to the end of the barrel he
started back for camp Passing between
two rocks ho saw two GUn monsters in
peaceful slumber He tied their tails to
gether and slinging them across the other
end of his gun which he lay across his
shoulders he proceeded to camp the GUs
monsters swaying to and fro in the morn-
Ing breeze They swayed so close to Mr
Mann that one of them nipped his shirt
but omitted the skin Then Mr Mann
swayed some and tb other monster fasten-
ed upon his arm rutting through the thick
shirt sleeve was an awfully heavy
monster It bit into a section of the arm
an inch and a half long and half an inch
deep but clung to the shirt Mr Mann
reached the camp and pressing all the
blood he could out of the wound applied
common saleratus which every Arizonian
who expects to make bread carries with

himAt a station a little way beyond he get
some ammonia and put on tire wound He
has since felt no other Inconvenience than
soreness and apprehensive of no serious
trouble The Gila mouster is evidently not
a poisonous reptile but a foul one He
takes things into hts stomach and kaeps
them there so long that he has a bad ard
poisonous breath He never cleans his
teeth or rather his heavy sums so that
people who are bitten by hm are not

troubled with bood
this case the monster wipd his teeth on

man
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his shirt
There is quite an array of persons wh

have been bitten by monsters in this ter-
ritory and In no case was the contact the
fault of the reptile which is
harmless on account of his slowness of
movement

John Bostic was bitten at the Tip T p
mine in 1ST and died six moaths later
Death was preceded by paraysls A
Frenchman was bitten at Fairbanks In 1SS3
got drunk and died in three and on half
hours no doubt of alcoholism Water
Vail the wellknown cattleman of Pantan
now of Los
ago on the hand It was so long before be
could disengage the monster and obtain
surgical assistance that he nearly lost his
hand

CrueltY S the Overworked
Front t Chicago Record

liooklcerpr It a little early in the season but
I feel as if i soust have a rest
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Fighting in the Dar
Would3e aiardercir

The Unpleasant Ailventure of a
Superintendent in an 3IcxIcst-
3Ie ou Movlnsr n Feature
the Circumstance The Curious E
cape Static n Desperate AUKUMU

CIUDAD JUAREZ Mexico June
more than ten years V was employed i
the mines of the Copper Jack Company i

the State of Sonora Mexico Prior to thr
I was a professional prospector I foun-

a number of valuable mines and mat
and lost several fortunes on my own ac-

count but a protracted epoll of bad luc
compelled me to seek employment
established concern and I accepted
sition of surface superintendent of tt
Copper Jack Companys property Araoc
my other duties a bronco trip Out
each month to the Biebee bank and ca
rind out the money for the payroll I
was a considerable the oem
pany employed 134 peons besides th
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skilled American miners and there wer
other employes of course to be paid I
was 145 miles from Biebee to the
and the trail along a sandy deser
upon which noticing grew but cacti the
gaunt Adams needle the maguey and iou
mesquite I was accompanied always
a guard of three or four men since espe-
cially ia the time of Billy the KM th r
was constant danger of a holdup

The construction of a railroad which ter
initiated at Ojo Catientez seventy mile
train Copper Jack caused a change IB s j
plan The long pony ride wa xtaadonei
for the short one and part of the trip U
Dishes was made by rail This lesseoec
the distance of the overland ride by
The mountains through which I had no
to pass were filed with minrs and

and I no longer usawidered at
armed escort as necessary

Half way the mis uti rail-
road there Mexican tows e U-

Moaclova It was founded by the Spsater
In the early days of discovery and adven

and for the past K year tee hc
nor loss then about 2CO inhabi-

tants I always made the dlstnce from
Jack to Ojo and from Oje to Cot

in two days Moaefova was
for staying the Intervening night

since there was a fairly good meson or
hotel there a carious old adobe built b
the Spanish as a fortress in which te tak
refuge when the Indians were troublesome-
It was a square brown wiadowlesv
structure with a great coartymrfi sad port-
holes along the roof

About four I net Mr Frank
Coins one of directors of the
Copper Jack at West
for the first ti
inspect When Bin
bee I the companys raonei
I didnt tell Mr for fear he
feel uneasy a wild moun-
tain country with a companion t
such a sum But I had made enly
four with the payroll by way of Ojo
and suppose it was generally knows
that I carried money too it was a
daylight ride from Monelova and
from Moaclova to Jack

It was late la of a wi-
nters day when the train arrived at Ojo
CaucuSes Mr Coles and ayaetf jvent im-

mediately to the Meson del SI Maria We
get an early start IB the morn

IB A buckboard to Meaelova-
by night and the next day with rresh

10 reach Copper Jack The meson
with a miscellaneous throng

of vaqueros gamblers miners and half
I village loafers

a supper of peppery Mexican
dishes for which neither Mr Coke nor 1

had any relish we sat under the portales

pie moving the courtyard in and
out at the c saloon was a lively
place where red e the sad ftery
end enliv aod a roystertag
gertog let of cowpunchers xrtzzlr pscs
peetors and piakseirted Mexican
dealers It was a motley crowd with
usual sprinkling of refugees from Amen
ettn tttsUce sad Mexicans in gay
breros and fancy zarapes

A Ierlloun Journey
Early ia tic morning we set forwad

toward Monelova in an old
btekbeard draws by four
T way wee a mere te
mountains and so rough we could s dom
go at a trot My companjocs head g ew
dizzy sometimes when the
wound along above a deep abyss
Had the mules become lightened sr bid
they made a misstep we would have tum-

bled a thousand feet down the maun ala
we passed an arriero with sigh bur
It was a tight squeeze to get t y and

one of the missed his step and
over and over the deoUvIty The
Mexican could make no effort to get it out
and it would have been use ess M Goes
Insisted on paying for the burro but I ex-

plained it was not usual and he might set
a precedent inplre an arriero
to lose a time he met an Amer-
ican outfit in a light place The b own
mountains towered high iatD the Eky stout
us the air was clear and crisp and nature
everywhere seemed up in the utm st
confusion Mr appalled at th
scenery the great treeess Lluetel hil s
gaping barrancas and gulches the betorn
of which we could seldom see

Toward sunset we wound sowly up a
steep hill When we attained its euoiuiit
we saw Monelova spread us in a
narrow valley It was a vil-

lage walled in by jutting bills with a little
i river winding through it Many of tie
j buildings were covered with pink p aster

and some had an upper story with ponder-
ous batten shutters and litxle iron galler-
ies We entered the mrln street whci
was not more Ulan fifteen feet wide anl
rattled over cobblestones past the paD
and the old stone church of
and came to a stop in front of the wcodea
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gate of the meson We were driven into
the patio where the mosonero AvaKomtd
us with great gusto To his dscnlg
eye Mr Coles was a person of conUdr rable

he knew that I was su
superintendent of the Ocpper Ja k

that I made a monthly trip to Blrbce
to get the payroll of the company

He was an avaricious cunning little man
with small fat hands and almost Impar
ceptible black eyes that danced under
heavy downdrawn brows He vore a
shabby dustybrown tan
shoes and a black hat of ancient
block By way of being cordlaJre invited
us to drink so we Jo and
entered the cantina v
we asked for tequila and h
neither Mr Coles who never tasted ii
liquor before nor myself relisasd But
the mesonero when he swallowed the
liquor and licked the salt from the back
of his hand smacked his lips for joy of
the delicate flavor that lingered oa his

Then he fumbled In the upper
of his vest for cigars as he

threw back lapel of his coat I saw
the curiously handle of an old
Spansh poniard He was a very Inquisi-
tive person and endeavored to draw us on
to talk ourselves and especially
Mr he received slight grati-
fication

Courteously Hidden GoodNight
When we had supped and smoked and

were ready ta retire the inesonero ap-

proached and said he would show us to
our rooms He carried a candle and walk
ed before us We climbed the lead
ing from the and long
gallery The stopped in front
of a dark windowless apartment and
It was Mr Coles room and two

he ushered me own It
curious apartment was a
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Santa Fe Route by its San Joaquin Valley Extension

The only line with track and trains under one manage

ment all the way from Chicago to the Golden Gate

Mountain passes extinct volcanos petrified forests

prehistoric ruins Indian pueblos Yosemite Grand

of Arizona en route

Same highgrade service that has made the Santa Fe

the favorite route to Southern California

Fast schedule Pullman and Tourist sleepers daily

Free reclining chair cars Harvey meals throughout

General Passenger Office

The Atchison Topeka St Santo Fe
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bunk in ons corner a table Molding a tin
ptaied becl and pitcher a towel two
chairs with buckskin bottoms and a frayed
yellow mat that covered a porttoa of
stone fl or The door toe only
of veatHattoa The room was
with spotted crushed strawberry paper
which bail a body appearance 1 the-

f raereal glow of the lire
seated many fantastic iaa get the airf-

low light The sesooero after a

leave as if aetnt d by Basatisfied
curiosity-

I with you a pleasant nights sleep-

s ncr he said
Thank you I replied ia4t re tly

and then we would like ew teem at
daybreak I added-

I M4erstaad te Bfefcee a
r said the O r with a alaaH

lated cough
Quite true I

te guard Before the
railroad seaer

I am never one I aaawcrsd
throwing my belt and pistols ca the bed
and removing my coat

The 21 CS of Copper Jack Coos
panys money was bandsatchel which-

I had dropped on a chair The isesoneres
eyes continually wandered from that to
my belt and from my belt to my coat
which I bad the edge ef the bed
I knew the thswght and It

I could read the greed in his an

Good night senor he said and he
bowed low with a sidelong glance at the
money bag

Good night I replied and remem-
ber senor we t daybreak

I placed the of money under my
pillow closed the door propped a chair
against it for there cs no key in the
lock and got into bed The room was
close since there was no ventilation and
had it not been for the Copper Jack Corn
ptnys money I would have left the door
open for I was accustomed to fresh air
and a bunk in the sand and nothing above
me but the heavens and the stars

For some time r lay thinking of many
I could faintly hear the noise in

and the courtyard below but-
I was weary from the days journey and
soon slept soundly-

I was awakened by an imperceptible
movement of the tinder my head
Instantly I seized ar 1 I received a
blew which was raisdirec 4 a forearm
fell across my chin and I felt a slight
rting in my shoulder as if a knife had
touched and pricked the skin Then I
grasped the other wrist and a desperate
struggle ensued It was pitch dark Sot a
word was spoken We wrenched one an
others arms like madmen I was at a dis-
advantage for I lay upon my beck The
robber sought to press down my arms but
the mental vision of a deadly dagger gave
me strength Once twice more than that-
I thought the point of the weapon was at
my throat and I would perish But I held
his wrists with a vicelike grip
while striving to gain my feet

Presently I threw him to the side of the
bed I got my feet upon the floor and sat
beside him Then we stood but 1 tripped-
in the loose bed covering and fell to the
floor pulling my assailant down with me
I felt his knee upon my and once or
twice the of steel was on my arc
Finally I my feet for I was strung
er and this gave me hope Exhausted by
the combat the robber ceased to struggle
He stood still His respiration was short
and audible But in a moment he made a
desperate lunge and freed himself from
my grasp And as he broke away the
weapon he held clanged upon the

I found my pistol and with a fro
motion of my left hand I sought the rob-
ber A death like stillness followed the
struggle Momentarily I expected a

of the assault and continued to
move my hand in the darkness cs f I would
grasp him at the onset I listened for the
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sound of his broaching but I could hear
only my own respiration and the beating ot
my own

Five more er less passed and
still att was silent la the darkness arooad
me I stepped a pace or and stooping
moved my band beck and forth sear the

I inagiaed the robber before toe
then behind and then crouching near
wall with uplifted poniard and I knew not
what moment he would attack me and j

sheath his weapon ia

That he steed with extended sad
the other raised to strike the h

touch me I did not doubt I kept
qr plaint pointed to the front and my

lager upon the trigger I resolved
If die I moat I would kill mj enemy while
he amraered me Each step I took was
with caution and each was slow I moved
aqr arm here and there quickly I
stood situ I ka w

my hand again What the shape and solos
and what the size of the ftead that had
attacked me I could not But I knew
it was a man for I with
him and ho had tried my streagtfe I
times thought I could see his grinning
fees aad his btlakiE wicked eyes bet it
was only a vision and would sealed Once

my head to the left There was only dark
BeE around me-

A Strance Situation
way t the watt

for 1 knew
not if I went to the loft not to the right
from the bod I came upon Ute table 1

struck a match I looked quickly about the
room The robber had vanished I lighted
the lamp and then I examined the apart
meat The door was barred as I had left
it The chair that propped and heM It
fast was undisturbed The room heW ao
person save myself The light fell apoa
the shining poniard it glittered Hke a
piece of glass In sunShine I stooped and
picked it up It was a curious Spanish
weapon and the handle seemed the coun-
terpart of that I saw concealed beneath
the coat of the Yet I could
scarcely believe it was the some

Carefully I search for some secret pas-
sage or trap door Following round the

them
and now and I thumped upon them
with the butt of my ptstoi Everywhere
a solid iound was gives back I examined
the creeks and rents IB the dingy tattered
paper And once I thought I found the
outline of a secret door but I must have
been mistaken still the wall was solid

I looked at my watch It was half past
4 I dressed lighted a cigar and sat
down to watt for daybreak Very soon I
grew impatient The air too within the
room was stale and stifling I unbarred
the door and looked without The moon
shone brightly in the courtyard and

the opposite side of the meson Xo
one stirred and the stillness was only
broken by the Distant crowing of the cock

It occurred to me that it would
be well to arouse my companion I knock-
ed at his door and instantly heard a rus-
tling and a patter of feet on the stone
floor Mr Coles threw open the door Th
light was burning dimly and I read
the consequences of a sleepless uaquie
night in his fact He held a book la one
hand and a revolver Ia the other

Not ghost or fiend Mr Webb he said
and a kind of half sardonic smile
played upon his fate

Why have you seen a ghost r I
Not exactly but theres been to

play in this hostile of a hotel he
answered

When I got into bed he coatiaaed I
drew the light near me and began te read
Davy Smithers The tale grew interest

lug from the very first Several hours
elapsed and I was suddenly startled by a
slight creaking noise I looked up The
wall was moving At least a part of it
was I uttered some Involuntary exeHtuta

i tIon It ceased and then I lay watching
i for a long time Again and again the paper

appeared to move and directly it seeraea
the room grew to half its eoranoa size I
looked at my light and sow that the oil
was half gone so I turned the flame low
and resolved to keep a vigiL And here I
have lain pistol in hand all the aighi
longYour Imagination perhaps I sug

i gesttd
Xot at alL I would swear the
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have been moving haK ooeaias and shat
slag ia places

A ghost and afraid of the light I said
teaching

Presently we doocoaood the stairs
walked across the patio The wooden sate
opened and a mesa entered with our teen
and backboard He turned rouid
the patio and the mules stood facing lh
entrance I tooicd Ute hand satchel con
taming the Copper Jacks mosey ca
Then I saW Twectyoue thousand dol-
lars are ia that grip Mr Coies sad I
raised jny voice for I saw the dues ot the
caatiaa egos slightly not far treat whore
we stood and two greedy uaneBg eyes
peering at ut ia the downing Uguc Wi
we were seated ia tbe trap turned to

etaratis g aay voice so that It would
reach the caati door aad drawing tress
my pocket am aariaat Spanish poaUrd I
said

Presses that to our master boambfo
and tell him that I oooo agate te

the plrawtre f
good heaith New

York Sun

A DRINK TO STSEE AWAY FROM
Mtuaic Taylor a Demon Far Ahead

of Cyclone Punch

As soon as convention week oaeas in
Philadelphia thirsty atatessaea will be in-

troduced to a drink invested la Wash
legion and tel to be new to Ute patched
gullets of the national capital It is celled
the Mamie Taylor To New Yorkers the
orJy thing about it is the same This is
the way they make it ia Vaahiagtou

lime late the juice add a handful of
cracked ice pour oa that a hooter of
Scotch whisky aad all up Ute glom with
ginger ale Stir and drink hot doat
drink more Cr n two

The Manic Parlor is likely to eotao
Into competition with a PhHodoipuia drink
called cyclone punch whisk is the wick-
edest and most Insidious drink eves eon
cocted by man The Ingredients are the
secret of tIle iaventor who is the proprie-
tor of the Quaker City Hotel The acqui
aides of the Hawaiian Islands is said to
be directly due to its influence

IB the early SIs King Kalakatta was
the guest of a who was a frlead
of the investor of the cyclone puaeh
The was induced to try the sew
drink and so pleased was he with Ute
charming blend of cordials and liquors that
he called for another and thee another
The record which is preserved is that be
drank four His fei d left him for a mo
meat and be went into the street with a
whoop and yell that caused a fat potku
maa to tall ia aa epileptic fit

Kalafcaua shinned up a telegraph
atd sang a cannibal war song He

from the dashboard of a street ear to the
roof ned danced the znissooary soup
of his forefathers He turned

leaped into the air cracking his
together and bowling like a Coat jj In-

dian He butted the reserve force
sent out to catch and

he was subdued at last be had oa about as
must clothing as was affected by his aa
estors Ia the days of Captain Cook

Pram that day to this the cytioao
punch has been kept ia reserve for al
tipplers who boast of their pro

The latest victim was Cbarlas Satgos-
ti Chicago who drank three punches on
last Friday and awake ia Hobokea ou Sat-
urday morning utterly unconscious of bow
be had made the trip
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